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R. Darrell Bock

Wondering Eye


Black and white gelatin silver photographic prints

 1.  Powell Street, San Francisco, CA, 1995

While the famous switchbacks on the steepest block of Lombard Street in San Francisco appear on postcards and television, no one pays any attention to how this apartment building coped with the problem of a three car-garage on Powell Street—and with trees. 

 2. R Street, Washington, DC, 1986

Like many 18th and 19th century houses in Georgetown, this house on R Street has been rendered with stucco to stop deterioration of the brick and masonry.  In the process, and surely in violation of the architect's intention, someone seems to have covered over a window on the first floor.  

3.  Tavistock Place, London WC1, England, 1998

Whoever designed this early building in Bloomsbury must have realized at some point that the excessively heavy entrance needed a lighter note. 

4.  Old Economy, Ambridge, PA, 1989

Old Economy is a utopian village founded in the 1830s by the failed prophet, George Rapp, who believed he could plant the German language and culture permanently in the New World and also predicted the second coming during his lifetime.  He was wrong on both counts.  The original buildings still remaining include the great house that was his residence, shown here in an interior view. 

5.  Carmel Mission, Carmel, CA, 1966/1967
At the time of the upper photograph, it appeared that construction of an addition to the chapel was in progress.  At the time of the lower photograph, it turned out that deconstruction had been underway.

6.  Albuquerque, NM, 1995

There is an older neighborhood in Albuquerque with small houses dating from the 1920s and 30s.  This one, recently renovated, could be called "Pueblo Art Deco."

7.  Albuquerque, NM, 1995

Taken in the same neighborhood as number 6, and under the same glowering sky, this photograph shows in one frame the life stages of trees as living things: flowering in early years, the pain of pruning and pollarding in maturity, and ultimate death and dismemberment.
8.  Intersection of rue du Turin and rue du Moscou, Paris, France, 2000

We could call this a “stand-in” photograph: the photographer is standing in the same spot at which some other artist had recorded the same scene –- in this case at an intersection in Paris where in 1877 Gustave Caillebotte painted a famous picture, Paris Street; Rainy Day, in the collection of the Art Institute of Chicago. The buildings are remarkably preserved, but everything else subject to human intervention is profoundly changed.  The exception is the pharmacy, still at the same location in 2000 as it was in 1877.  The meticulous detail of the buildings in the painting suggests that the artist was working with the aid of a photograph –- which could well have been available at that time.

9.  The Mall, Washington, DC, 2003

Unintentionally transformed by the caretakers into a sculptural object, the tree stands in the little visited northwest corner of Capitol Mall. 

 10.  South Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, IL, 2002

This distinguished elm tree stood for many years where 57th Street meets South Lake Shore Drive in Chicago. Early one morning in 2004, it and its diminutive protégé vanished to make room for an enlarged intersection.  The photograph arrested time, but not the onward march of what passes for progress. 

11.  Santurce, Puerto Rico, 1959

Santurce is an affluent suburb of San Juan where gleaming modern houses sit among resplendent vegetation.  Here, perhaps fifty or sixty years ago, sapling ficas trees were planted in two tight clusters, similar to decorative clumps of birch trees. They grew as twins, but with subtle differences, like variations of a musical theme.

12. Santa Margarita Street, Menlo Park, CA, 2000

When a limb of the Norway maple dies and decays, a light colored scar grows around the hole until it eventually closes the gap and turns to bark.  In the photograph, the scar suggests the screaming mouth in Edvard Munch’s painting, The Cry. 

13.  Portola Valley, CA, 1989

Trees such as these, burdened by parasitic mistletoe, are crippled but seldom killed, because if the tree dies the mistletoe dies.

14.  Green Park, London, England, 2005

Green Park, near Buckingham palace in London, is home to many exotic plants, including this huge bush-like tree that seems to wear a halo when backlit by the sun.

15.  Black Hills, South Dakota, 1970

These shattered rocks, suggesting a cubist painting, resulted from blasting to construct a road.  Iron salts leaching out of the cracks colored parts of the stone bright orange; photographed through an orange filter, they render white in the print.

 16.  Parque Güell, Barcelona, Spain, 1993

Parque Güell was constructed for an industrialist of that name by the architect Antonio Gaudi, best known for his church of the Holy Family in Barcelona.  The park is now a Catalan monument and the grounds are exquisitely maintained, as the photograph testifies.

17.  Point Lobos, Carmel, CA, 1968

Point Lobos, on the Monterey Peninsula, was a favorite of Edward Weston and the subject of his book My Camera on Point Lobos.  He did not photograph these strange sphinx-like rocks and, if he had, he would certainly not have included a bird, who seems to be saying “What do I spy with my little eye?”
 18.  Point Lobos, Carmel, CA, 1968

Point Lobos is a wonderful place for photography in summer because the fog that forms daily along the coast, and does not burn off until early afternoon, diffuses light into the shadows and preserves detail. That and the rich texture of stone and vegetation are superb for black-and-white photography.

19.  Watkins Glen, NY, 1989

Sacred to the Iroquois Indians of upstate New York, Watkins Glen is a magical combination of deep gorge, many layered sandstone sculpted by a pristine stream, and silence broken only by the sound of falling water.

20.  Midway Plaisance, Chicago, IL, 1991

Located on what was once the midway of the 1893 Columbian exposition in Chicago, this monument depicting Father Time watching a passing stream of humanity is the work of the sculptor, Laredo Taft.  It is protected here by a large tarpaulin while awaiting needed repairs.  The photographs were taken on different days of the same week.

21.  Tokyo, Japan, 1990

The Japanese, known for their meticulous attention to the appearance of things, have in this instance made an art form out of building construction.

22.  Kyoto, Japan, 1990

These venerable stones, not a natural grouping, are part of an ancient Japanese tomb; their arrangement somehow suggests familial relationships.

23.  Kyoto, Japan, 1990
This crowded Japanese cemetery with its endlessly repeating, identical tombstones provokes the same claustrophobic feeling as the Tokyo subway.

 24.  St. James Park, London, England, 2005

St. James Park, adjacent to Green Park in London, offers this magnificent sheltering tree as an ideal site for a Bank Holiday picnic.

25.  Charing Cross Road, London, England, 1998

Taken on a quiet Sunday morning, this picture of an outdoor dining area near Charing Cross Road and Tottenham Corner is a wistful reminder that the party is over.

26. Argyle Street, WC1, London, England, 1998

This image of carelessly left bedclothes is vaguely disturbing: at first sight there appears to be someone wrapped in them.

 27. South Shore Drive, Chicago, IL, 2005

Appearing unexpectedly one morning, this mass of balloons tangled in a tree remained there most of the winter, gradually shrinking and blowing away.

28.  Chapel Hill, NC, 1963

This photograph might be considered a visual equivalent of the seventeen-syllable haiku Japanese poem.  The black frame of the negative delimits the view and also shows, by two small “v”-marks on the left, that the photograph was taken with a Hasselblad camera.

29.  Oakdale, PA, 1944

The bird, imitating the European cuckoo, is crafted out of a horn from the type of bull used in bullfighting.  It is complemented here by a young philodendron plant.

 30.  Indiana Ave., Chicago, IL, 2005

Many old Chicago buildings have a water tank on top as part of the sprinkler systems required after the great fire of 1871.  Why this building has three such tanks is not clear.

 31.  Moss Landing, Castroville, CA, 1977

Like number 8, this is another “stand-in” photograph".  Sometime in the 1930s, when the building was a roadside store and the artichoke sign was fresh and new, Tina Modotti, protégé and sometime model of Edward Weston –- and noted photographer in her own right –- took the same picture of the building, power station, and billowing steam blown by an on-shore wind.
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